
A day of remembrance and frustration 
 
The members of a small Greek Orthodox Church that once stood at the base of the World 
Trade Center gathered yesterday on the construction site for a memorial service to honor 
the nearly 3,000 people who died on 9/11.    
 
Past the police barricade, the wire fencing and through gate 7, stood a makeshift altar 
amid the active construction site of Ground Zero. The few surviving artifacts pulled from 
the wreckage, including a mangled candelabra and a portrait of the St. Nicholas, patron 
saint of sailors and considered the protector of the Greek navy, lay on the altar as 
Archbishop Demetrios presided over the ceremony. 
 
During the somber liturgy, a small congregation joined the Archbishop in song and 
prayer as they remembered two of the 21 Greek Orthodox Christians who lost their lives 
on 9/11.  
 
The parents of Danielle Kousoulis and the mother of John Katsimatides held photos of 
their children as they listened closely to the Archbishop. He told them to maintain their 
faith and to remember, “prayer is stronger than anything.” 
 
This ceremony, held every year since 2011, is also done with the tiny St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church in mind. 
 
The church, at just 35 feet tall, used to stand at 155 Cedar Street in lower Manhattan but 
was crushed when the south tower of the World Trade Center collapsed. Since then, there 
has been a land dispute between the Archdiocese and the Port Authority regarding the 
property on Ground Zero. 
 
Penny Kapanika-Stephenson, a Catholic high school teacher and parishioner of Sts. 
Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church in Brooklyn, said she hopes the Greek 
Archdiocese continues to pressure the Port Authority and politicians to get the church 
rebuilt. 
 
“I think the fact that they have so many people who are so dynamic and who are 
committed to rebuilding the church that it’s a shame that their efforts are kind of getting 
stalled and caught up in this political dispute,” said Kapanika-Stephenson. “It’s not as 
though they’re trying to build something that wasn’t there before.”  
 
The Rev. Mark Arey, a church spokesman, said that because of the “intransigence” of the 
Port Authority, the Archdiocese had to resort to a federal lawsuit in February to continue 
the fight.  
 
“What most people don’t understand is, that land over there, it belongs to us,” said Arey. 
“We never sold that land. So, the Port Authority may have seized it, but they don’t own 
it. We own it.” 
 



The Rev. John Romas, who once presided over services at St. Nicholas, now leads Mass 
at Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church in Brooklyn. He pointed with 
pride over the orange fencing and cement blockade to where his little church once stood 
and to where he hopes it will stand again.  
 
“Right here, right in here,” said Romas. “That’s where they say they are going to build it. 
When? I don’t know.” 
 
As he surveyed the gaping hole of a construction site, still filled with mud from last 
week’s rain and covered with yellow construction equipment, he recalled what is most 
important. 
 
“The church, it will rebuild!” Romas said. “Buildings you can rebuild! You can’t make 
people. Right or wrong? That’s the most important.” 
 


